Writer’s Name: _______________________

Reader’s Name:________________________


Personal Essay Peer Editing Sheet
Directions: Read a partner’s Personal Essay rough draft and answer the following questions to help your partner make necessary changes to their piece. Be honest in your feedback so your partner has some corrections that they can make to improve their writing. 

Questions to the Reader:

1. Summarize the story you read in a couple complete sentences. (Their story should be clear so you know exactly what it’s about) 

Response: ______________________________________________________________

Way(s) they could improve it: ______________________________________________

2.  Do the details in the introduction capture your attention?  Why or why not?

Response: ______________________________________________________________

Way(s) they could improve it: ______________________________________________

3. Why do you think this experience was important to the writer? (Remember, the writer should include a clear explanation of why this was a meaningful experience in their life)

Response:_______________________________________________________________

Way(s) they could improve it: ______________________________________________

4.  Identify the connection between the introduction and conclusion.
Response:_______________________________________________________________

Way(s) they could improve it: ______________________________________________

5. Find and change 2 run-on sentences (sentences that have more than one complete sentence combined) and 2 sentence fragments (sentences that are not complete thoughts) in the space below. Rewrite the sentences how they should be on the lines below.


1.)


2.)


3.)


4.)
6. Pick 5 words from the writing that could be changed to sound more interesting or descriptive (For example, change “big” to “humungous” or “good” to “outstanding”). Write the old word and your suggestion for an improved word in the space below.

 Original Word




Your Suggestion for a New Word
1.)
2.)

3.) 

4.)

5.) 
7.  Circle all of the “to be” (is, are, was, were, be, being, been, am) and “to have” (have, has, had) verbs in the essay. Pick 3 of them from the writing that could be changed to show rather than tell.

Original Verb




Your Suggestion 
1.)

2.)

3.) 

8.  Find at least three details that appeal to the sense. (If missing, share where you think details should be added)


1.

2.

3.

9.  Any last constructive comments?  Do they still need to type it?  Do they use correct MLA format?  Does the essay flow in the logical order?  
